
 

 

In 2018, Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) brought out a Trans Toolkit for Oxfordshire schools to 

give them guidance on how to support trans-identified students.  

Local parents had serious misgivings on the grounds that the toolkit followed the 'affirmation' 

approach, which does not allow for exploration of other reasons why a child may not feel comfortable 

in their own body and wish to identify as trans. 

The guidance also disregarded the rights of all pupils to safety, privacy and dignity in single-

sex spaces, and the rights of teenage girls to compete in sports on a level playing field. 

In response to the parents' persistent complaints, OCC withdrew the guidance for review. 

In November 2019 they issued a revised version. This version is worse than the preceding one. 

• It denies biological reality 

• It treats concerned parents as a safeguarding risk 

• It misrepresents the law 

By this time the concerned parents had joined up with others from around the country to form SSA 

UK. Together we are supporting a brave mother, a teacher and a 13 year old girl who are making a 

legal challenge to this guidance. 

This is not just a local challenge; we need parents everywhere to understand the implications of the 

adoption of this guidance. 

The legal challenge to Oxfordshire County Council will impact every single child in school in 

England and Wales and will influence the law in Scotland. 

Why are SSAUK supporting a legal challenge to 

Oxfordshire County Council? 
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What is wrong with the Oxfordshire County Council Trans Inclusion 

Toolkit 2019? 

  

The definition of ‘trans’ is very broad. The inclusion of ‘non-binary’ and ‘those who are questioning 

their gender identity’ does not sit well with their later statement that trans boys are boys and trans girls 

are girls, with all that that entails in terms of the removal of single-sex spaces.   

‘Trans boys’ are biologically female and ‘trans girls’ are biologically male. 

 

Very young children, and children with special needs, are to be identified as transgender by their 

actions.  

A little boy in Nursery who enjoys playing with dolls and dressing up in princess dresses, or a little girl 

who likes toy trucks and football, may be labelled before they can talk. This is deeply sexist, and is a 

reflection of the adults’ prejudices. 
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The Toolkit misrepresents the law and denies biological reality in this section on toilets.  It unlawfully 
discriminates against one protected characteristic (sex) in favour of another (gender reassignment). 

 

There is no explanation of how ‘single gender’ toilets can provide ‘safe spaces’ for girls. Exceptions to 
the Equality Act 2010 allow for the provision of single-sex facilities. 

There is no regard for safeguarding during residential trips, including the need to risk assess male and 
female teenagers sharing a room overnight – which may result in consensual or abusive sexual contact 
and the consequences of that including pregnancy.  Nor are the wishes of children who may not want to 
share sleeping facilities with the opposite sex considered. 

 

Discussions relating to using the changing rooms of the opposite sex are only held with the trans-
identified child. 

 

That many young people will not feel comfortable removing their clothing in front of a member of the 
opposite sex is not considered, however the suggested alternative for those with ‘a need or desire for 
increased privacy’ is exclusion from the group, by either changing separately or at a different time. 



 

 

 

Oxfordshire County Council do not see boys and girls sleeping in the same room during residential trips, 

without the parents' knowledge, as a safeguarding risk, and they do not consider breast-binding to be a 

safeguarding risk.  However, there is one safeguarding risk that they do identify: parents. 

 

There is no consideration that parents who do not affirm their child’s ‘transition’ may not be doing so 

abusively, but because they do not believe it is in the best interests of their child. 

There is no regard for safeguarding in the use of binders, which are by their nature constrictive, and 

have numerous negative effects on young women’s health, including muscle wasting, dizziness, skin 

infections, spine changes and even rib fractures. 

 

The authors of the Toolkit offer no evidence as to why we should not view a practice which damages 

breast tissue as a safeguarding risk, and why it is different when carried out in the UK. 
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