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EXTERNAL ORGANISATIONS USED BY SCHOOLS
There are a number of organisations that offer training on Equality and Diversity, RSE or PSHE to
schools. Safe Schools Alliance have serious concerns about some of the content of the lesson plans and
resources offered by these organisations, where it is not evidence-based, promotes a particular ideology,
or fails to safeguard children.
To look at the information that we have relating to the provider in your child’s school, please click on the
relevant link in the contents page.
❌ Where the material is in contravention of new DfE guidance we have indicated this with a cross ❌

🚩 Where the material raises a safeguarding concern we have indicated this with a flag 🚩
Some of the information here is drawn from the programmes’ websites and social media; other
information has been relayed to us by concerned parents.

WHAT DOES THE DfE GUIDANCE SAY?

On the 24/09/20, the DfE released new guidance for schools:
Plan your relationships, sex and health curriculum, and Teaching about relationships, sex and health.
This sets out that school leaders and teaching staff should:

•

when teaching topics involving gender and biological sex, NOT reinforce harmful stereotypes, for
instance by suggesting that children might be a different gender based on their personality and
interests or the clothes they prefer to wear. There should be no suggestion that children might be a
different gender based on their personality, interests or the clothes they prefer to wear. Resources
used in teaching about this area must be evidence-based.

•

NOT work with organisations who produce material which suggests that non-conformity to gender
stereotypes should be seen as synonymous with having a different gender identity.

•

ensure all content and resources are age-appropriate, aligned with developmental stage and takes
into account the background of the pupils.

•

exercise extreme caution when working with external agencies and only proceed if they have full
confidence in the agency, its approach and resources.

•

when using external agencies, check their materials in advance, conduct a basic online search and
check external speakers’ protocols for taking pictures or using personal data.

•

ensure all content, resources and external agencies used are impartial and ensure balanced
presentation of opposing political views: must be impartial in line with school’s legal duties (including
the Education Act 1996) regarding political impartiality, take reasonable steps to offer a balanced
presentation of opposing political views and forbid the promotion of partisan political views.

Back to contents page
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WHAT DOES THE DfE GUIDANCE SAY? (continued)
•

NOT under any circumstances work with external agencies that take or promote extreme positions
or use materials produced by such agencies. Examples of extreme positions include, but are not
limited to:
- teaching that requirements of English civil or criminal law may be disregarded whether for political
or religious reasons or otherwise
- engaging in or encouraging active or persistent harassment or intimidation of individuals in
support of their cause
- promoting divisive or victim narratives that are harmful to British society

•

ensure that all resources and content are evidence-based and contain robust facts and statistics and
are from a credible source.

•

ensure resources are sensitive to the needs and experiences all pupils and do not provoke distress.

•

work together with parents on any decisions regarding your school’s treatment of their child, in line
with the school’s safeguarding policy and the statutory guidance on working together to safeguard
children.

•

comply with the Equality Act and Public Sector Equality Duty but remember that the curriculum is
exempt. Schools are not required to equally weight all of the protected characteristics within the
curriculum.

•

create a safe environment for pupils to discuss RSE topics and should consider setting ground rules
to discourage children from sharing personal information. As always, staff must not promise
confidentiality if a pupil confides something concerning. Staff must ALWAYS follow the school’s
safeguarding policy regarding safeguarding disclosures or concerns.

Back to contents page
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
All About Me
The All About Me programme was produced by Jonny Hunt for primary schools and was used by
Warwickshire County Council. Concerns were raised about its content on masturbation and the use of
‘good and bad secrets’.

🚩 This is a safeguarding concern because adults
should not be talking to children about self-stimulation/
masturbation. This lesson is not only sexualising young
children age 6 - 10, but also teaching them that it is ok
for an adult to talk with them about masturbation and
about stroking and nice feelings associated with their
private parts. Predators/abusers may attempt to groom
children by talking to them or getting them to talk about
nice feelings in their private parts. Teachers should not
be confusing children with the message that this is ok.
The actual lesson also states that self-stimulation ‘is
something we should only do when we are alone’. This
is a very confusing mixing of the words ‘we’ and ‘alone’.
Again abusers may tell a child to wait until ‘we are alone’.
If a child is touching their own genitals during school
then the correct response would be to address the issues
surrounding the child, which would include a discussion
with the safeguarding lead.
Going off the rails – Primary

The year 5 lesson plan suggests that if two children meet through playing online games, a good solution
is for one child to invite the other person to their house.

🚩 Children should never be encouraged to invite someone they have met online to their house, even if
the parents are aware. This is a clear safeguarding concern because it encourages children to reveal
their home address to a stranger and it also tells 9 and 10 year olds that it is acceptable to chat with
strangers online and to meet them.

Going off the rails – Year 5 lesson plan (pdf)

Back to contents page
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All About Me (Continued)
The programme considers hugs and kisses to be evidence of emerging sexual behaviour in children aged
0-5 years. Hugs and kisses are not sexual behaviour in young children, and it is deeply concerning to
suggest this. Hugs and kisses from young children are a part of healthy development of relationships
with friends and family, and do not have a sexual element.

Going off the rails – Healthy sexual development

The website is currently unavailable ‘pending review’ although individual schools may still be using the
content. Warwickshire County Council have withdrawn support for this programme. Jonny Hunt also ran
a secondary schools programme called Respect Yourself.
Jonny Hunt is now working on a new programme called My Feelings, Friends and Family that is available
to UK schools.
Going off the rails – Primary

The description of the programme says, ‘Some of the content will feel very familiar and some is brand
new’. It is not clear to us that Jonny Hunt, who appears to have no academic qualifications in Education
or RSE, has any greater awareness of safeguarding issues now than when he was delivering ‘All About
Me’ and Respect Yourself.

Back to contents page
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
Bish
Bish is an online guide to sex and relationships for children aged over 14. It is written by Justin Hancock
who teaches SRE topics in schools and provides teacher training on SRE.
Bish Training

❌ The ‘What’s your gender’ page uses sex stereotypes to explain gender. He notes that these
stereotypes are ‘sexist’ but instead of encouraging children not to use them, he suggests that children
can ‘choose their own gender identity’ according to where they fit on the provided scale. Clearly, girls
who are independent, active and outgoing will be given the message that their gender identity is
masculine.
Bish UK – What’s your gender?

This resource does not comply with DfE guidance which states that materials ‘should not reinforce
harmful stereotypes, for instance by suggesting that children might be a different gender based on their
personality and interests or the clothes they prefer to wear.’

The Bish guide to genitals is factually inaccurate. There are not more similarities between a penis and a
clitoris than two penises or two clitorises.

Bish UK – Genitals - the differences and similarities

Back to contents page
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Bish (Continued)
It has a very confused assessment of physical sex characteristics and people with Differences in Sex
Development (DSDs / intersex). Genitals are not on a spectrum based on how much tissue is sticking
out, and people are not in the middle of a spectrum of genitals. Genitals are of course different sizes.
This resource does not comply with the need for resources to be evidenced-based and robustly factual.

❌ The guide goes on to explain that ‘vaginas are often not long enough or stretchy enough to be
penetrated.’ This statement is not only inaccurate but also has the potential to be traumatising to girls
who have been raped, especially as young children, and who are therefore fully aware that all vaginas
can be penetrated. DfE guidance states that school leaders must ensure that resources are sensitive to
the needs and experiences of all pupils and do not provoke distress.

🚩 Bish promotes a view that porn is fun and that the only problem with it is that it’s unrealistic. The
explanation of ‘teen porn’ does not explain that many women and girls are trafficked or coerced into porn
and the videos depict their abuse; or that ‘teen porn’ legitimises child abuse.

Bish UK – A-Z of Porn ‘T’, ‘V’ & ‘W’

Back to contents page
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Bish (Continued)
🚩 The website details extreme sex acts with very little reference to the physical risks of performing
many of these acts. Where these are described, it is in the context of ensuring that the act can take
place successfully. There is no mention of the fact that young women report feeling pressured to carry
out acts seen in pornography and that they usually experience anal sex as painful, risky and coercive.

Bish UK – A – Z of Porn ‘D’

Watching pornography in which the participants may have been secretly filmed is described as ‘probably
not cool’.

Bish UK – A-Z of Porn ‘T’, ‘V’ & ‘W’

🚩 The advice for a 14 year old girl who is having vaginal and anal sex with her 16 year old boyfriend
does not mention that it is illegal, does not explain that she may become pregnant using the ‘withdrawal
method’, and does not make efforts to safeguard her from an abusive relationship. It is a clear breach of
safeguarding guidelines not to state that under-age sex is illegal.
Bish UK – ‘Full’ sex, anal sex and pregnancy

Back to contents page
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Bish (Continued)
Bish calls for ‘sex work’ (prostitution) to be decriminalised. Bish acknowledges that it can be very
dangerous, harmful and abusive, but gives equal weight to the view that it can be a job that pays well
with nice clients, albeit a ‘very demanding customer service job’. Describing prostitution as a job like any
other, just a bit more ‘demanding’, presents it to girls and boys as a legitimate career choice. Prostitution
should not be presented in this way. It is both physically dangerous - women in in prostitution have the
highest rates of rape, physical assault, and homicide of any women ever studied* - and immensely
psychologically damaging. (*https://ceaseuk.org/prostitution). Decriminalising prostitution, far from
protecting women, has been shown to increase sex trafficking, increase the number of children being
prostituted, and normalise the idea that women’s bodies can be bought.

Bish UK – Getting Paid to Have Sex

When advising a young person who has asked if she should stop getting paid for sex, and expresses that
she ‘feels dirty’, Bish advice includes a lot of information about how rewarding sex work can be and how
she could continue but make it safer. Although this young woman was clearly coerced into prostitution
after a man was ‘really persistent and wouldn’t take no for an answer’, BISH suggests that the reason
this has left her feeling dirty is because of her own hang-ups about sex.

Bish UK – Ask Bish - Should I Get Paid to Have Sex?

🚩 In an advice section for parents on masturbation, Bish suggests parents use playdoh made into the
shape of genitals for children to practise touching themselves. If teenagers with learning difficulties need
help with sexual frustration, parents should be advised to contact a specialist support service. Telling
children to practise masturbating on a plasticine model is child sexual abuse.

Bish UK – Masturbation

Back to contents page
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Bish (Continued)
In an article about breasts and chests, Bish does not use the words women or girls because ‘it’s a
spectrum’; and normalises elective mastectomies for gender dysphoria by calling it ‘top surgery’.

The ability to breastfeed children after childbirth is apparently not an anatomically relevant difference.

Bish UK – Breasts and Chests
Bish is sponsored by Durex.

Back to contents page
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
Diversity Role Models
Diversity Role Models (DRM) provide workshops for pupils in schools as well as teacher training and
training for community and corporate groups.
🚩 Social media includes links to drag queens with highly sexualised or porn-inspired names and images
on their social media sites, easily found if children look on their Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. E.g.
Crystal Lubrikunt and Vinegar Strokes.

❌ DfE guidance states that care should be taken to ensure that children are not exposed to age
inappropriate material or over-sexualised content online. It states that school leaders should always do a
basic online search on any external agencies to be used, and should only proceed if they have full
confidence in the agency and their materials. DRM’s use of social media does not meet these
requirements.

Diversity Role Models

Back to contents page
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Diversity Role Models (Continued)
Primary School
Children from age 7 years up are taught the definitions of lesbian, gay, bisexual, heterosexual and
transgender. Transgender is described as meaning ‘someone who does not feel like the gender they
were given at birth’. It is not clear how this can be explained without using gender stereotypes.

Diversity Role Models – Student workshops - Primary

Training includes the Gender Unicorn. The unicorn resource is at odds with biological reality, asserting
that intersex people are neither male nor female, and that there is an additional biological sex category
called ‘other’. The term ‘sex assigned at birth’ is incorrect; sex is determined at fertilisation, can be seen
in pre-natal scans, and is observed at birth.
❌ This resource does not meet the DfE’s criteria for evidenced-based resources that contain robust
facts and are from credible resources. It breaches the guidance by suggesting that children might be a
different gender based on their personality and interests or the clothes they prefer to wear.

Back to contents page
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Diversity Role Models (Continued)
Primary School (continued)
Staff are advised that trans students should use the toilets and changing rooms according to their gender
identity. This is not the case.
Safe Schools Alliance UK – Single-sex toilets and changing facilities factsheet (pdf)

🚩 Staff are told that being trans is a medical condition, not a psychiatric condition. No consideration is
given to the many other possible reasons for children identifying as trans. Staff are told that the wishes
of the trans-identified child should be given priority in order to safeguard the child effectively. There is no
mention of the rights of other children or that the stated wishes of a child are not the only issue to
consider in safeguarding; it may put the child at risk if other safeguarding issues are not considered.
Secondary School
An all-girls secondary school was visited by DRM, who ran a workshop with two gay men, a transidentifying male, and a lesbian. This is unlikely to meet the needs of teenage girls. A key feature of DRM
is meant to be providing role models, but none of the girls in the school will grow up to be either a gay
man or a trans-identifying man. The girls would have been better served by having more female role
models.
Home Learning Packs
🚩 During lockdown, DRM partnered with ASDA to produce home learning packs for children. The
primary school pack contained the slogans ‘love has no age’ and ‘love has no age limit’. This slogan is
known to be used by paedophiles. Children will understand and interpret these statements in the context
of their own experiences and there will be many children who hear similar statements from those who are
grooming and abusing them.
Safe Schools Alliance UK – A letter to Asda regarding their ‘home learning’ packs

🚩 The secondary home learning pack had a list of book recommendations that included ‘Beyond
Magenta: Transgender Teens Speak Out’. This book contains a first person account of a six year old
performing oral sex, with no suggestion that this is abuse.

After public criticism, DRM removed the age slogans and the
recommendation to read Beyond Magenta.

Back to contents page
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Diversity Role Models (Continued)
Pre-school
DRM have a collaboration with Hopster TV to produce programmes for pre-school children. This is
presenting transgenderism to very young children who are unlikely to have even a basic understanding of
the two sexes, or the fact that it is impossible to change sex.

For a thorough assessment of Diversity Role Models, see:
Transgender Trend – Diversity Role Models - or role models of conformity to a new ideology?

Back to contents page
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
Do...RSE
DO...RSE is a collaboration between the RSE Hub, Bish (see page 7-11 of this document), the National
Association of Head Teachers, The Mix, Family Planning Association, Brook, and the National Aids Trust.
The resources are accredited by the PSHE Association.
The Do...RSE Lesson Guidance for teachers advises not to use gendered terms such as ‘a man’s penis’.

Do SRE for Schools – Lesson guidance (pdf)

The resources promote gender ideology, claiming that it is not true that there are only men and women;
and promotes ‘gender identity’ as a fact rather than a belief that some people hold.
Do SRE for Schools – Lesson plan 2 (pdf)

❌ This does not meet the DfE’s criteria for evidenced-based resources that contain robust facts and are
from credible resources.

Back to contents page
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Do...RSE (Continued)
The Lesson Plan 2 document links to a page on another sex education website, Scarleteen, that includes
topics such as ‘Let’s talk about girldick’”.

Scarleteen – Gender

The Scarleteen linked page also has an article ‘The Lowdown on Low Dose Testosterone’, which
suggests one reason a young person might opt for a low dose of testosterone includes ‘not identifying as
a transgender man’. This is normalising the use of medical treatment that can have permanent and
severe side-effects. The article cautions teenagers not to let the fear of regret about taking testosterone
to be ‘the guiding factor’ in deciding whether to take it or not.

Scarleteen – The lowdown on low-dose testosterone

DO...RSE uses the Genderbread Person as a teaching aid.

Back to contents page
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Do...RSE (Continued)
‘Gender Identity’ is described as ‘How you, in your head, think about yourself. The chemistry that
composes you (e.g. hormonal levels) and how you interpret what that means’. There is no scientific
evidence for ‘gender identity’. The Genderbread person is at odds with scientific fact, presenting
biological sex as a spectrum, and asserting that people with differences of sexual development (intersex)
are neither male nor female but a combination of the two.
❌ This resource does not meet the DfE’s criteria for evidenced-based resources that contain robust
facts and are from credible resources. It breaches the guidance by suggesting that children might be a
different gender based on their personality and interests or the clothes they prefer to wear.

On the ‘Advice for Young People’ page, it directs young people to Bish, as well as Brook and FPA, saying
that they ‘provide the best RSE, specifically tailored to your needs’. Throughout the teacher guidance it
offers Bish and Scarleteen as a good resource.
Do SRE for Schools – Advice for young people

Back to contents page
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
Educate and Celebrate
Educate and Celebrate uses the Gender Unicorn
Educate and Celebrate – Trans guidance

The unicorn resource is at odds with biological reality, asserting that people with differences of sexual
development people are neither male nor female, and that there is an additional biological sex category
called ‘other’. The term ‘sex assigned at birth’ is incorrect; sex is determined at fertilisation, can be seen
in pre-natal scans, and is observed at birth.
❌ This resource does not meet the DfE’s criteria for evidenced-based resources that contain robust
facts and are from credible resources. It breaches the guidance by suggesting that children might be a
different gender based on their personality and interests or the clothes they prefer to wear.

Educate and Celebrate defines intersex, which is a difference of sexual development, as being a type of
gender identity. This is factually incorrect.

Educate and Celebrate – An intro to definitions

Back to contents page
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Educate and Celebrate (Continued)
🚩 FAQ provided by Educate and Celebrate for schools to use include telling children that they must be
kind to everyone in order to comply with the law. This is not only absolutely untrue but compels children
to think and behave in a way that may be unsafe or very dangerous for them. Children should be taught
that they are allowed boundaries and can choose whether or not to be kind to others in order to keep
themselves safe. Clearly children should also be taught that bullying others is wrong, but this is not the
same as having to ‘be kind’ to everyone to comply with the law.

🚩 Primary school children in Year 5/6 are told that LGBT teenagers are more likely to self-harm and
attempt suicide. It is very dangerous to tell children that people with a particular characteristic are more
likely to self-harm or to kill themselves. Samaritan’s guidance on reporting self-harm in the media
cautions that ‘Self-harming behaviour should never be presented as a solution to problems. Nor should
coverage of self-harm give the impression that many young people are doing it, or suggest that it is a
normal reaction to emotional distress.’ In addition, the Samaritan’s guidance on reporting youth suicides
warns ‘Avoid speculation around the causes of a young person’s suicide. For example, when a suicide is
reported and bullying is cited as the cause, this could affect other young people experiencing bullying
who may be feeling hopeless about their own situation. Making direct links about causes oversimplifies
suicide.’

Samaritans – Guidance for covering self-harm in the media (pdf)
Samaritans – Guidance for reporting on youth suicides and suicide clusters (pdf)

Back to contents page
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Educate and Celebrate (Continued)
🚩 Educate and Celebrate give ‘Gold Best Practice awards’ to schools that they feel have successfully
embedded ‘gender, gender identity and sexual orientation into the fabric of the school’. One such Gold
Best Practice Award primary school uses a poster, designed with Educate and Celebrate to explain the
nine protected characteristics, that includes the statements ‘Age is only a number. Everyone can do
what they feel they are able to do, no matter what age they are’ and ‘We are all free to choose who we
love and to choose the right person for us when we are ready for a relationship’.
These statements, which are taught and regularly reinforced to the children in assemblies, class teaching
and through postcards and posters, are not only a very inaccurate representation of the Equality Act but
also convey incredibly dangerous messages which are very similar to the things that a predator/abuser
will often say to groom a child.
Children should never be taught that they can do whatever they feel able to do regardless of their age or
they that can have a relationship with someone whenever they feel ready.

Back to contents page
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Educate and Celebrate (Continued)
🚩 Peter Tatchell is a patron of Educate & Celebrate. Tatchell is well known for his published letter
claiming that children aged 9-13 can gain ‘great joy’ in having sex with adults. A person who holds, or
has ever held, the view that child sexual abuse is not only acceptable but enjoyable to the victims should
under no circumstances be allowed to be involved with education.

Back to contents page
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Educate and Celebrate (Continued)
The CEO, Elly Barnes, wrote a briefing paper for the Boarding Schools Association advising that children
be allowed to sleep in the dormitory that reflects their gender identity, as well as using the toilets,
changing rooms, and playing sports.
This is not the case.
Safe Schools Alliance UK – Single-sex toilets and changing facilities factsheet (pdf)

The briefing paper also advises that the child’s gender identity does not have to be shared with the
parents unless the school feel there is a safeguarding issue.
Educate and Celebrate - How to make your boarding school LGBT+ friendly (pdf)

Elly Barnes took part in a protest against a feminist meeting organised by Labour Women’s Declaration.
The meeting, which took place near the site of the Grenfell Tower fire, was picketed by masked
protestors who set off flares.
Labour Women’s Declaration – Women’s rights rally targeted
DIVA Mag

For a detailed assessment of Educate & Celebrate, see:
Transgender Trend – Educate & Celebrate – Smashing heteronormativity in the classroom

Back to contents page
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
EqualiTeach
EqualiTeach uses the quasi-scientific Genderbread Person. ‘Gender Identity’ is described as ‘How you,
in your head, think about yourself. The chemistry that composes you (e.g. hormonal levels) and how you
interpret what that means’. There is no scientific evidence for ‘gender identity’. The Genderbread person
is at odds with scientific fact, presenting biological sex as a spectrum, and asserting that people with
differences of sexual development (intersex) are neither male nor female but a combination of the two.

❌ This resource does not meet the DfE’s criteria for evidenced-based resources that contain robust
facts and are from credible resources. It breaches the guidance by suggesting that children might be a
different gender based on their personality and interests or the clothes they prefer to wear.
Later versions of this are available but all are equally problematic.

Back to contents page
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EqualiTeach (Continued)
They reference articles that are inaccurate and misleading on important points of equality law.

VWV – What can schools do to support transgender pupils?

EqualiTeach claims that children are able to use the toilets and changing rooms of the gender they
identify with, under the Equality Act 2010.
This is not the case.
Safe Schools Alliance UK – Single-sex toilets and changing facilities factsheet (pdf)

This re-tweet refers describes as
‘transphobic’ the Transgender Trend
pack, which it claims puts schools at
risk of breaching the Equality Act. In
fact the Transgender Trend resource
pack accurately reflects UK law and
safeguarding best practice.

This whole article runs counter to the Equality Act 2010 obligation to promote
good relations among protected groups – objectors to the GRA are described
as ‘anti-trans activists disputing the very existence of transgender people.’
Equaliteach – Misguided: The importance of supporting transgender young
people

Back to contents page
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EqualiTeach (Continued)
EqualiTeach describes people questioning trans ideology as ‘questioning
transgender young people and families’ right to exist’. This does not accurately
represent the concerns of people who question trans ideology and falsely creates
a fearful environment for trans-identified young people.
Equaliteach – The importance of LGBT+ inclusive primary schools

The Outside the Box resource pack says that it is important to refer to people by the pronouns that they
identify with, and ‘to not do so is an attack on someone’s very being’.

Equaliteach – Outside the Box (pdf)

This does not allow for situations where parents have made a decision not to use preferred pronouns,
which may be for very valid reasons as described by the Tavistock GIDS clinic.
GIDS NHS – Should I use my child’s preferred name and pronouns?

This amounts to compelled speech; guidance from the Crown Prosecution Service which attempted to
bring in a similar restriction on freedom of speech was withdrawn after the threat of legal action.
Safe Schools Alliance UK – Legal action against the Crown Prosecution Service

The resource advises using gender-neutral toilets with no mention of having single sex facilities. It
seems to suggest turning girls’ toilets into gender-neutral. This discriminates against girls; firstly by
removing their access to single-sex facilities; and secondly because it results in boys having access to
twice as many toilets as the girls.

Safe Schools Alliance UK – Single-sex toilets and changing facilities factsheet (pdf)
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EqualiTeach (Continued)
It says children should use the facilities ‘appropriate to their gender identity’ and any children complaining
about this should be asked to change separately.

In EqualiTeach's response to the Gender Recognition Act consultation, they stated that there should be
no requirement for a diagnosis of gender dysphoria as part of the Gender Recognition Certificate
application process. They are effectively advocating for self-ID, which is a safeguarding risk both for
young people who identify as trans and for other children and young people, as it would severely limit or
remove the availability of any single-sex services or facilities.
Equaliteach – Reform of the gender recognition act: Equaliteach’s submission

The Free to Be resource claimed that the organisation Transgender Trend, which produces resources
that promote safeguarding for all children including those that are trans-identified, is an ‘anti-LGBT+
group’. It warned readers to ignore any communications or resources from Transgender Trend.
The resource used the Government Equalities Office logo; the GEO subsequently tweeted that the
EqualiTeach guidance does not reflect government policy and that the logo has been removed.

Woman’s Place UK – Equaliteach and the government equalities office

🚩 The Equaliteach model Equality & Diversity Policy for schools includes ‘refusal to accept someone’s
gender identity’ in their definition of transphobia.

Equaliteach – Classroom resources

This amounts to compelled speech. Guidance from the Crown Prosecution Service which attempted to
bring in a similar restriction on freedom of speech was withdrawn after the threat of legal action.
Safe Schools Alliance UK – Legal action against the crown prosecution service

Back to contents page
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
Jigsaw
🚩 The Jigsaw programme has ground rules that are set using the Jigsaw Charter. One element of the
charter is ‘We respect each other’s privacy (confidentiality)’. The effect of this is that from Year 1
onwards, children are told to keep the discussions during PSHE lesson secret from their parents. This is
dangerous and puts children at risk of abuse. Children should never be told to keep secrets from their
parents.

The year 6 curriculum includes a lesson on what transgender means. Although it is quite minimal in the
approach, it is likely to be confusing. The content says:
‘Most people are not transgender. A transgender person doesn’t feel their body matches with their
gender. Let me explain…a person who was born with a male body may feel they are a female, and a
person born with a female body may feel they are a male. There can be all sorts of reasons why this
happens. Some transgender people choose to change their appearance or body so their gender
matches with how they feel. This is called transitioning. Not all transgender people choose to do this
though. (If children want more detail, teachers are advised to explain they will learn more about
transgender people in secondary school and they should return to the focus of the lesson which is about
prejudice and discrimination).’
It is not explained how changing your appearance or body will make your gender match with how
someone feels; this implies that gender is the outward appearance of a person. This reinforces sex
stereotypes - that people must look a certain way according to their sex.
A Year 6 child reported being told in a Jigsaw PSHE lesson that transgender is where someone turns into
the opposite sex - a male becomes a female and a female becomes a male. The children were then told
about Roberta Cowell, 'the first transgender person in Britain,' who was ‘a female in a male body’. Robert
fathered two children before his transition, which will further confuse children as to how someone can be
a father and also be a woman.

Back to contents page
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
My Feelings, Friends and Family
My Feelings, Friends and Family is a programme for primary schools being developed by Jonny Hunt.
Jonny Hunt previously developed the primary programme All About Me, and the secondary programme
Respect Yourself, both of which were withdrawn from use by Warwickshire County Council.
The description of My Feelings, Friends and Family says, ‘Some of the content will feel very familiar and
some is brand new’. It is not clear to us that Jonny Hunt, who appears to have no academic
qualifications in Education or RSE, has any greater awareness of safeguarding issues now than when he
was delivering All About Me and Respect Yourself.

Back to contents page
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
The Proud Trust
Primary school
At primary level, the Proud Trust has a five lesson plan pack for lesbian, gay and bisexual education
based on ‘King and King’, and a five lesson plan pack for gender identity and transgender issues. The
trans lesson plans are based on the book ‘Alien Nation’, which uses ‘Planet Boy’, ‘Planet Girl’, and a
‘Non-Binary Planet’. Children are asked ‘which planet were you sent to as a baby?’
The Proud Trust – Exploring gender (pdf)

In the story, there are rules on Planet Girl and Planet Boy e.g. Girls must wear pink; Boys must wear
blue. The aliens are described as being happy on their planets and feel like they belong, but they are not
happy with the rules, and rip the rules up. However, some aliens still don’t feel like they belong on their
home planet, so they build bridges between the planets allowing aliens to cross over to the others. This
suggests to children that if they don’t feel completely happy with all the stereotypes associated with their
sex, or if they feel they ‘don’t belong’ for any reason, they may in be fact be the opposite sex, or neither a
boy nor a girl. This will be confusing and upsetting and is against the latest DfE guidelines.
❌ This resource breaches the DfE guidance by suggesting that children might be a different gender
based on their personality and interests or the clothes they prefer to wear.

The resource explains cis, trans and non-binary as ‘The aliens who stayed on the planet they had been
sent to called themselves cis, because cis means “on the same side”. The aliens who crossed over the
bridge to live on the other side called themselves trans, because trans means “to cross over”. The aliens
who lived on the third planet, or who wandered between planets, called themselves non-binary. Non
binary is a word that can describe those who don’t feel like a girl or a boy, or who feel like both. Many of
these aliens also called themselves trans because they had also crossed over the bridge’.
The Proud Trust – Alien nation prop pack (pdf)
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The Proud Trust (Continued)
🚩 The pronouns poster asks children ‘Which pronouns do you want to use?’. The poster states that
pronouns ‘are words that other people should use to refer to you’. This is compelled speech. Children
should not be told that they should lie about their perception of reality if someone else wants them to.
This goes against child safeguarding and is particularly damaging for children who are being abused.

The Proud Trust – Respect pronouns (pdf)

The schools pack includes the five lesson plan booklet, the Alien Nation book, the three Alien Nation
posters, and a Trans Pride flag.
Secondary school
The Proud Trust uses the Genderbread person as a teaching aid. Gender identity is described as ‘How
you, in your head, think about yourself. The chemistry that composes you (e.g. hormonal levels) and
how you interpret what that means.’ There is no scientific evidence for ‘gender identity’. The Genderbread
person is at odds with scientific fact, presenting biological sex as a spectrum, and asserting that people
with differences of sexual development (intersex) are neither male nor female but a combination of the
two.
❌ This resource does not meet the DfE’s
criteria for evidenced-based resources that
contain robust facts and are from credible
resources. It breaches the guidance by
suggesting that children might be a different
gender based on their personality and
interests or the clothes they prefer to wear.
Later versions of this are available but all are
equally problematic.
The Proud Trust – FAQs and Mythbusting
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The Proud Trust (Continued)
It states that children have the right to use whichever toilet they feel
most comfortable in.
The Proud Trust – Know your rights at school and college (pdf)

This is not the case.
Safe Schools Alliance UK – Single-sex toilets and changing facilities factsheet (pdf)

🚩 The definitions of homophobia, LGBTphobia, and transphobia include “personal negative thoughts”
about a specified group. This is extremely poorly worded and implies to children that if there is anything
they dislike about an individual person, they should not show it as they may be ‘phobic’. This does not
foster good relations between different groups as set out in the Public Sector Equality Duty. It also bans
girls from having any negative views on, for example, having to call a boy ‘she’ and accept him in the
girls’ changing room.

The Proud Trust – Glossary

Resources include a young people’s guide to sex and relationships for lesbian and bisexual women that
defines ‘lesbian’ as ‘Someone who identifies as a woman and is usually attracted to other women’. A
lesbian is an adult human female who is attracted to other women. Stating that a lesbian is someone
who identifies as a woman means that men can claim to be lesbians; this is homophobic and contributes
to a culture in which lesbians are pressured to have sex with men.
The Proud Trust – Sex and relationship
guide for lesbian and bisexual women (pdf)

Feminism is defined without any
mention of women’s rights and the
unequal position of women in society.
🚩 Confusing language about which people can get pregnant may leave young women at risk.
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The Proud Trust (Continued)
LGBT+ History Pack 2020
🚩 This pack is for secondary age pupils. It labels people as ‘cis’ or ‘trans’ and refers to ‘cis people who
challenge equality for trans people’ in an activity about challenges to liberation movements. This has the
effect of shutting down debate by portraying any girl who is concerned about sex-based rights as a bigot.
The Proud Trust – Secondary
education resources – LGBT+
History Month

The definitions of sexualities are confused by use of ‘gender’ instead of ‘sex’.
🚩 One of the definitions given is for “asexual” as a sexual orientation. There are various reasons why a
child or young person might experience little or no sexual attraction. The most common reason is likely to
be their age or developmental stage. Another reason may be trauma-related and/or a dissociative
response to sexual abuse. It is also possible that a child may be suppressing same-sex sexual attraction
due to fears about homophobia. Alternatively a child may have a condition or be on medication which, as
a side effect, inhibits sexual attraction. Children should not be taught that their lack of sexual feelings is
their sexual orientation.

🚩 The pack includes Alok Vaid-Menon, a man who identifies as genderqueer, in an activity about famous LGBT+ poets.
Alok Vaid-Menon, using the name Darkmatter, wrote a public Facebook
post (shown on next page) describing little girls as ‘queer, trans, kinky,
deviant, kind, mean, beautiful, tremendous, and peculiar’; and says that
‘I’ve been a cute little girl’. No-one with these views is suitable to be shown
as a role model for young people.
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The Proud Trust (Continued)
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The Proud Trust (Continued)
LGBT+ History Pack 2020 (continued)
The ‘Letter to a friend’ activity requires children to write a letter to LGBT+ people about being an LGBT+
ally. There is no scope for children who disagree with any of the content about gender identity to express
this without fearing censure for not being an ally.

Queering Cinderella resource

This is an activity within the LGBT+ history
month pack. As an example of harmful
‘cisnormativity’ it gives: ‘Statements like ‘Men
can’t get pregnant”’.
❌ This does not meet the DfE’s criteria for
evidenced-based resources that contain
robust facts and are from credible resources.

The options for queering Cinderella include ‘a
pansexual trans woman who uses she/her
pronouns; non-binary and gay, and uses
they/them pronouns; a cis lesbian who uses
she/they pronouns’.
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The Proud Trust (Continued)
Queering Cinderella resource (continued)

Even footwear is included as an example of
hetero/cisnormativity vs queerness.

A ‘poly’ relationship dating multiple people is
suggested as a more queer alternative.
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
Respect Yourself
The Respect Yourself PSHE website, aimed at young people age 13 and over, was used by Warwickshire
County Council.
Warwickshire County Council – Let’s talk about sex

The website is currently temporarily unavailable ‘under review’ following significant concerns about its
discussion of extreme sex acts and porn use.
Metro – Council sex website teaches children about bukakee and being caught masturbating

Jonny Hunt, who produced Respect Yourself, also developed a primary-age programme called
All About Me. He has a new primary programme called My Feelings, Friends and Family. He is
continuing to offer courses online under the Respect Yourself programme.
Going off the rails – Courses
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
Sexplain
Sexplain has a ‘sex-positive’ approach that views pornography as only being problematic because is it
not sufficiently celebratory or diverse.

Sexplain – Evidence base

Many women and girls are trafficked or coerced into porn and the videos made are a record of their
abuse; however this fact is not considered. The ‘sex positive’ approach does not recognise that
pornography is deeply sexist, racist and abusive, with most porn containing violence against women
which both girls and boys are groomed to believe is a part of normal sexual relationships. This is
incredibly damaging (* www.culturereframed.org/).
The Sexplain materials promote gender ideology as fact. A sixth former comments on the training that ‘it
was acknowledged that not all people with boobs and vaginas are female or that penis = male’.
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Sexplain (Continued)
Work with Girl Guiding Association:
In a workshop for 16-21 year olds, Girl Guides were taught to refer to their own female genitals as “XX
genitalia” in order to be inclusive. This is dehumanising and limits girls’ ability to describe their own
bodies.
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PSHE and Equality & Diversity providers in schools
Stonewall
Stonewall produce training and resources for schools, as well as accreditation under their Stonewall
School and College Champions programme.
See our assessment of the Stonewall Home Learning Packs here:
Safe Schools Alliance UK – Stonewall home learning packs: Notes for parents (pdf)

For a thorough assessment of Stonewall's school resources, see the critical review here:
Transgender Trend – Stonewall autism school guidance
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