Dear [MP],

Call for Public Inquiry Following Publication of the Cass Review

Following the publication of the Independent Review of Gender Identity Services for Children and Young People (commonly known as the Cass Review) I am writing to let you know that I support the call for a Public Inquiry into current systemic child safeguarding failures in the whole of the UK and I trust as my MP you will support the call. 

Tanya Carter of Safe Schools Alliance and Lucy Marsh of Family Education Trust first called for this public inquiry when giving evidence to the Women and Equalities Select Committee RSHE review evidence session in May 2023. I was alarmed by the failure of some members of the committee to take on board the seriousness of the issues being raised. The transcript of this session can be read here https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/13171/pdf/.

Now the Cass Review has been published, we see the full extent of the harms that have been done to children by allowing an ideology to override safeguarding. The review is welcome but it must be the beginning of accountability, not the end. 

The safeguarding of children is everyone’s responsibility, and adults are failing to adequately safeguard children in schools. This relates particularly to RSHE provision, and to the approach that some schools are taking to dealing with trans-identified children: in both cases it appears that normal safeguarding protocols are set aside in favour of adherence to an ideology. 

However, these systemic failures go beyond merely a review of the RSHE guidance. There must be a Public Inquiry on the scale of the recent Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse to establish the prevalence of the failure to understand and apply safeguarding and the extent of regulatory capture. It must also investigate how this has been allowed to happen. I would like to ask for your public support for such an Inquiry.

The Public Inquiry must investigate the academic ideologies behind the promotion of anti-safeguarding concepts such as ‘gender identity’ and ‘sex positivity’, and why these ideologies have been incorporated into children's services. Safe Schools Alliance has published independent research on some of this, which has been widely reported in the press; a public inquiry must expand on this research.
https://safeschoolsallianceuk.net/.../unesco-who.../
https://safeschoolsallianceuk.net/.../welsh-rse-code.../

The Inquiry needs to examine how public bodies and charities, which should have safeguarding at the forefront of their policies, have themselves been subject to regulatory capture, resulting in whistle-blowers having nowhere to turn.  We include the Department for Education, the NHS, Academia, professional associations dealing with children, teaching unions, OFSTED, the office of the Childrens’ Commissioner, the NSPCC, Stonewall, and many more.

The Inquiry will need to address why safeguarding is so poorly understood and how this can be rectified. The lessons from both the Warner report and the Bichard Inquiry which led to the advent of Safer Recruitment, now a key part of the statutory guidance ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’, appear to have not been heeded or embedded with any success.

The BBC have recently evidenced that four out of ten of 7,000 teachers surveyed have failed to understand the most basic of principles underpinning safeguarding. It is reasonable to assume that this failure will not be confined to one area and may be why many teachers and others working in education have failed to notice the inherent safeguarding concerns with materials from organisations such as BISH and School of Sexuality Education. This relates not only to what is occurring in classrooms but also to additional material produced by these organisations. Directing children to websites with adult content or failing to ensure that children will not be exposed to adult content when they google providers who have delivered RSHE is an extremely serious safeguarding breach and must be considered as such. 

The inquiry must encompass England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland, addressing instances where children have been exposed to harm due to an unquestioning adoption of contested ideologies surrounding sex positivity and gender identity theory, and a refusal to uphold the most basic of all safeguarding principles: that under eighteens are children. 

It was encouraging to hear the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care’s statement which opened the debate on the Cass Review on the 15th April. We were pleased that MPs from across the political parties expressed their concern about the findings of the Cass Review and asked about accountability. We echo the calls from Nick Fletcher and Joanna Cherry for a Public Inquiry. 

I trust I can count on your support.
